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 THE BAUMANN CASE

T]ns Famous Affair Oomes to a mudden
Termination,
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The State Orders the C‘aéa Nolle
Proscquiod.

Admitting Not Having the Evidenoe
Nacessary to Uonviot, |

Judge Ferguson Grants the Motiou
aud Discharges tho Accused

From Custody.
e ——

. Judge J. C. Haumann, the wefl-known |
pepnbllenn potitictun, over whose hend
a capital charge has for some tme been |
. paoging. walked out of the crimsiont dis-
trict couriroom yesterday a free  man,
. penls  Ricbards, the negro, who was
charged as the prinelpal in the same case,
_was also released (rom custody, the prose-
eutlon being compelled tb abandon I8
< ease before any wmovement toward a trial
was made. ‘'no manner of dischnrging
Cthe prisoucrs, however, gave rise Lo con-

- sldm'ulﬂv disenssion in tho court, and a




javge areay of counsel purticipated in tho

. dlscussion., 5 |
“othe publie s geaerndly famitiar with
the  ecase. Judge bLBauwmann and  Judge
Long were vival political deaders In the |
town of wenner, in the parisiv o Jeller-
son. I'hoat was s Repubitean stroughold
il Joudge Baumann was the bewmd and
“front of the Republican elcment in the |
Ctown. Troubles betwecen the races hap-
pened In the parish about three years
Cage, and continued some time,  More than
a year ngo Judge Baunmnn was run oul
of the partsh, his house hnviug heen fired
into at night. Nubsequently Judge Long
tearried the town politieally, and & ia
pow ans strong a Democ atlie stronghold
ag It was once Republican, ‘1
In the early part of this yoar Judge
Lopg was shot_and badly wounded near
bii home fu Kenner. e was Lrought
2o the clty, and wag at the point ot death
Cfor 4 loug time i the charlty hospital,
He findly  recoverad. Several oegroes
Cgvere arresied, charged with the crime,
“and one of thenm, JSd. DIxon, was Iyuched
at Kenner.  Finaly Hennis Rlcehnrds was
Ceanght. He made noconfession, in which
e saitdl he had shot lLong, and that he
had been paid to do so by Baumanu,
Then  Baumann  was  nerested. After
wards Milbert Willlams wag apprehended,
and made a statement fn which he sonid
it he had carried messages to Riehards

fi=or Bantaatn, o

When the eage was ealled In the par-
“jsh of Jellerson application was made
hy bolh accused for a change of venue,
“the ground bheing 1that wiltnesses foe Lho
Cdefetse were aifeadd to go o the parish
~to testify., The chaunge of venae was
granted,  Since then Richards and Dau-
mura have Leen contined In the paeish

rison on this shle of the river. So has
Ibert Wiillams. |
- Last Friday Wbhlams and  Richaeds
“pede  statements In which  they  zald
that thelr previona confessions Iaud been
made endee threats, awd after Lthay had
been  subjeceted  to vielanee.  Richarls
claimed that he had shot Long in self-




aeLeuse. ] _
© The case was assignell to Judge Iter-
cguson's  divislor of the cerlminal coart
and sot-dawn for trint yesterday., Theve
was o large crowd in  the courtroon
whoen the prisouers were called, hoth
sides of the river belng represented o
the awdience,  Messes, Bvans and Duaun
i Meo M. T Canuinghao, Jde., repre-
senting  the attorney gencral of tho
state, appeared for the prosceution, A,
1. Henvigques, Walter ., Hogers, IPaul
Fourchy and M. N. Gnutler, losqgs., wore
ony hand for Baumann. :

Mr. Guatave Sonlat, who was appoint-
ed by Judge Rost, wag on hand to repre-
sent the negro prisooet.

There wag no teinl,. After the names
of the witnesses had been ealled My,
Cunpingham sald he desired lenve of
the court to enter a nolle prosequl ns
to both of the necused. 'T'he state, he
aald, wns satistied that in course of
time it could colleet evidence agninst
the prisoncrs, Lut that It dld not have
the evidence at this thme. Mr. Cunalug-
ham, in support of his wmotion, rend a
Jetter from Judge Loung, upon whose
Jite . the attempt at assassiontlon was
made, in which the latter advised Mr,
Cunpingham that the only evidewce
against the prisoners was the statoments
of the two negroes, and as the negroes
hatt recently denled the trath of those
stutements, he suggested Chat Mr, Cun-
nivghum 'enter a nolle prosegul  until
- additional evidence could bhe secured.
Mr. Henrfques and Judge WRogors bLoih
Cprotested against this dlgposidion: of (e
case, ahd refereed w the prosceution ns
noeriminnl 7 and  Infamous  conapirvacy.,
Phey desived the ancquittal of Judge Baun-
mean by a jury and did not want the
- charge hanging over his head, as would
be the case if a nolle nrosequl weore en-
tered, If the cease wus not finally dis-
posed of now, and a nolle pros. were
entered, thawe was nothing to prevent n
new indictwent in the parish of Jelerson,
andl anll the condless worry of another ap-
plication for a change of veunuce, Under
these cireamstances thev believed that a



jury showld be hinpancieg and that the
necused, Bauvmann, sboull bhe regulaviy
rdindeed  innocent of the crime  with
which he was charged. :
- Mr. Soniat was wiso opposed (o n nolle
prosequl, saying: that -his elient was in-
noeent of the charge of Iying in walt and
stooting Jutlge Long. Richards desired 1o
cbe trled for shooting Judge Long. and
would prove that it had heen dono in self-
defense. "

A question arose as to the right of My
Cunninghamn to appear In behalf, of the
sinte, Mr. Henriques losisted that under
the law thero wns no such oflice as assisi.
ane attorney general, and that Mr.. Cun-
-ningham, the attorney genceral, wasg not
present.

Mr, Canningham denied the churges of
conspiracy made by opposing couvnsel. Re-
piving 1o Me, Henvlgues, Mr. Cunoinghamn
suid that he bad been authorized by lis
Tuther, the nttorney genernl, 1o appear in
conrt uand make the wnotlon for a nolte
 Proseeni. :

At this point Mr, Butler, the distriet at-
torney, rose to ngsure the court that as
the ease had been transterred from an nd-
Joing partsh, he had no connection with
Ahe prosecation and dld nol appeur at ull,

After consgldiorable discengsion bebwoeoen
counsel, Jadgze Ferguson sujd  that he
conld only pase on the motlan of Mr, Cun-
‘ningham if My, Canninghom appenred as
the authorized representative ot the at-
‘orney general. :

My, Cunningham said he appenrcd In
Ahat capnetly, and Judge Ferguson graut.
&l-the motion for & nolle prorequi. ‘Theve-
upon the aceused wore discharged from
eustody. _ |
. ndge IPergngon also ovdered that the
Witness Milbert Willhwas, whoe had bheen
held wnder instrnetions of tho court, be

.dlscharged from custody. |



